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ſo as to incapacitate you for exerciſing that candour and impartiality 
which is neceſſary for diſcovering truth from falſchood, may I not 

kumbly crave your attention to a genuine flate of facts and circumſtances, in 
which you are, as well as myſelf, deeply intereſted. Had I been allowed, at 
the quarterly meeting in May laſt, to enter upon a defence which I then in- 
tended, I would not neo have been under the difagreeable' neceſſity of offer- 
ing you the following repreſentation, which I find the more neceſſary, as a re- 
port has been ſince propagated, that what I faid at that meeting, was all that I 
could poſſibly offer in my own vindication. Tou know well, Gentlemen, that 
I then entered into no defence of my conduct: I only aſked your permiſſion 
to do ſo, which you expreſsly refuſed ; infiſting, that what I had to offer, be- 
hoved to be in writing; and a Committee was then appointed to receive it. 
As that Committee, however, has never yet thought proper to call for any 


ſuch repreſentation, in juſtice to myſelf, I find it neceſſary to ſubmit to your 
eandid examination, the following pages, —confident, that if they are duly at- 
tended to, they will not fail to open the eyes of many, to ſee my conduct in 
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a light very different from that in which their falſe prejudices have Aipoled 
them for ſome time paſt to view it. 


But before I proceed to enter upon a ſubject of, ſuch hates, boch to 


u as a Society, and myſelf as one of the repreſentatives thereof, I perſuade 
myſelf you will do me the juſtice to grant me one requeſt, without which, 
indeed, it will be in vain to attempt to offer any Probe fe however juſt or rea- 
ſonab 0 the way of defence, viz: That you uld ae 50 


to diveſt 


_ yourſelves) entirely of every degree of prejudice, that you may have, from. miſe 


repreſentation, conceived againſt me, and allow your minds to lye open to the 
dictates of that conviction, which, I flatter myſelf, will ariſe from an attentive 


weighing, in the balance of candour und impartiality, the ſimple facts which 1 


ſhall now lay before you. Confident that a requeſt ſo reaſonable will be rea- 


dily granted, I muſt next call your attention to the minute of the Incorpora- 


tion, of the 1 LIth © of A Which you will find rec rd e follow- 
ing words, and to which bez your articklar attention. CP oli 
On the wiſhed-for turn which the politics of the City of Edinburgh AA 


“ taken, various are the reports] that have been circulated with regard to the 


“ ſource from which they arpſe. Some have attributed it to one cauſe, ſome 


« to another. Many have not been wanting in propagating. a ſtory, that the 


principal motive for attempting the propoſed alteration in the: Council of 
Edinburgh, has been actuated by a deſire of Jefſening the influence in Par- 


* hament of OUR, PRESHNT' WORTHY, REPRESENTATIVE... As, however, , 
part Which the United iſingorporations iof MARNV'S CRAP EL. have alfes 
& taken, an. the. matter, has[;þeen- influenicbd by 79: ſuch molti ves, they Think 
+ themſelves: called upon, Ita dackre (their APPROBATION; of SIX /LAURENCE 


6 " * Dunvas ;; andithat though' they: are refolvedito. ſupport: their Chief Magi- 


60 ſtrate in his public-ſpirited plan - of independency, they are equally reſolved, 
<« kbat the INTEREST o. SIM, Lan Ne E NunDas:in the; City, of Edinburgh, 
« ſhall not, in the ſmalleſt degree, be dmpaired, hut, on: the, ae better of 
ed.. fut 1811 3G bil 1 adn ih bie ft rode aud to: 

Now, Gentlemen, from; this minute:you; wil allow, that, on the Wedneſday 


mmdiately preceding the election, it was dur declared ſentiments, That, in 


ſupporting the Qhief Magiſtrate in bis plan of independeney, you. were equal- 


IV, determined, that the intereſt of ur preſent Repreſentative iii -Parbament; 


ſhould not in the Jmalief degree be, thereby impajred. Was not this your reſo- 
lution, Gentlemen? Did you not vw. it in a manner the moſt public, by: or- 


dering it to be inſerted in the Edinburgh News- papers publiſhed that evening? 


ute, that you conſidered the pre- 
ſerving 


Nays: 18 it not Kath deducible Rom that m. 


ur. 


193 


ſerving entire the Parliamentary intereſt of your preſent Repreſentative, as an 


object, not only of conſiderable” importance, but as preferable to any other 
political conſideration then in view For that of the taking away the ſhorten- 
ing of the leets, was not, by your Chief Magiſtrate, then fo much as pub- 
14 hinted at: And you will / be the more confirmed in this opinion, when it 
; obſerved, 'that if he had been really in carnęſt as to that matter, he 
had the faireſh opportunity he could poſſibly have wiſhed for, in the montli of 


July 1776, of applying, by a majority, even of the Merchant Council, which 
he then bad Ito the Convention of the Royal Boroughs then met, whoſe joint 


influence, in an application to Parliament, could not have failed to procure, 


before this time, the redreſs of a grievance, o long, and ſo juſtly ag 


et of, — This opportunity, however, it is well known, he negleQed. + ) 257 16 


Now, Gentlemen, from the above minute or reſolution, you muſt Kereik- 
ly allow, that, whilſt it ſtood wnreſcinded, and in its original force, I was 


bound to conſent to no meaſure that might tend, in the ſmalleſt degree, to im- 


pair that Parliamentary intereſt. Did you not meet expreſsly for the purpoſe 


of making this declaration in favour of your prefent Repreſentative ?—lt is un- 


deniable. To ſay that you meant not what you then expreſſed in your minute, ; 
would be offering an indignity to your candour ; it would be accuſing you of 
a a diſingenuity of condu@, which you profeſs to abhor. You will here, how- 


ever, very naturally aſk me, How I came to know that Mr Stodart was acting 


in oppoſition to the Parliamentary intereſt you ſo publicly dechred you were to 


ſupport ? The dawning of this diſcovery appeared, in- part, from a converſa- 


tion that I had with himſelf ; and, till then, I folemnly declare, I never doubt- 
ed the ſincerity of his profeſſtons of attachment to the intereſt of Sir Laurence 


Dundas. But this diſcovery opened more fully upon Monday the 16th Sep- 


tember, in conſequence of a meſſage which I received from a certain Lawyer, 


now a Judge, — from a knowledge of whoſe political ſentiments regarding the 
City-conteſt, I retuſed to go to him. However, not long after, a ſecond, nay 
a third meſſage came to me from the ſame Gentleman, (but by a different 


perſon), preſſing me, in the ſtrongeſt terms, to eſpouſe that intereſt ; and 


my friend, after uſing every argument that political zeal could poſſibly ſuggeſt, 
added, That, by complying with his requeſt, and acting in conjunction 


with the Lord Provoſt, and my colleague Deacon Brodie, I would effectual- 


ly promote my own private intereſt.” My anſwer was, That I was en- 
gaged, both by the reſolution of the Incorporation, and my own inclination, 
to ſupport the intereſt of Sir Laurence Dundas, and that I had always con- 


ſidered theſe two Gentlemen as friends to. the ſame intereſt : But if they had, 


SY notwihlanding 


8 8 * 
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notwithſtanding of their profeſſions, adopted another —an oppoſite intereſt, I was 
ſorry for it, as I could, in that caſe, no longer follow them, nor their mea- 


ſures; and therefore begged of my friend, to urge me no further on the ſub- 
ject. Upon this he leſt me, and went to the croſs, where that Gentleman 


and others were waiting for his return, and delivered my anſwer. However, 


as if this my anſwer had not been ſuſſiezent, I received, in the evening of the 


ſame day, intimation from another friend, That, in conſequence of my 
« obſtinacy in the forenoon, methods of a very diſagreeable nature were in 

« agitation, by which I would be prevented from voting, or from ſerving 
< either party,” Upon this friendly, although diſagreeable information; and 
finding matters taking this very unexpected turn, I thought it was high time 
for me to look to my own ſafety: Previous to which, however, I wrote. a let- 


ter to Deacon Brodie; and what cruel ſteps were taken after that period, many 


of you are not unacquainted with. Here, indeed, I might, with propriety, 
take notice of the active part that ſome (even members of the Incorporation) 


| took in heightening my diſtreſs after commitment, by a conduct the moſt in- 
Humane and unchriſtian: But, in return, I ſhall only ſay, that if they have out- 


ſtrip'd me in acts of defamation and injurious treatment, I ſhall endeavour to 


counterbalance, nay, if poſſible, exceed them, by acts of beneficence, flowing 


from a ſincere and hearty forgivenneſs. - 


To nouriſh and ſupport a ſpirit of diſaffection in the Incorporation towards 


me, ſome haye been ſucceſsful enough to perſuade many, that I was one of 


thoſe who voted to deprive Mr Brodie of a gown. This falſehood is ſo glar- 
ing, that it is almoſt needleſs to give it an anſwer, were it not that many of 


you who have never been in Council, or given much attention to the ſett of 


the Borough, may be apt to be impoſed upon by it ; which indeed. would be 
no great matter of ſurpriſe, when Deacon Bonnar, who has already fat 


two years in Council, could ſo far forget himſelf, as to aſſert, in your hearing, 


that I had given my vote againſt Deacon Brodie's having a gown. I had no 
vote in the matter; for it is well known, that the new elected Deacons have 
no voice in Council, until the firſt meeting after the Ordinary Council Deacons 
are choſen. 8 2 4 Dogs . 
Similar to this falſchood, is another report that has been induſtriouſly pro- 
pagated, viz. © That I engaged to vote Deacon Brodie Conveener, and to ac- 


company Mr Stodart in every ſtep of his plan (a plan of which, by the bye, 


I was totally ignorant) without making Sir Laurence Dundas's intereſt a con- 
dition.“ Allowing this report to be true, (which I deny), and to have its 
full force, it muſt be obſerved, that the declaration of the Incorporation was 

Prior 


1 , 


1 


prior to every ee that I could poſlibly come under to any man; and 


unleſs the Incorporation had reſcinded that declaration, I was moſt 8 
ly bound to look upon it as their ſentiments, conſequently to be the ſole directory 


of my political conduct upon that occaſion. But, independent of your declara- 


tion, you all (at leaſt moſt of you) knew well my attachment to the intereſt of 
Sir Laurence Dundas: How then could it be expected, that I ſhould join with 


any man to overturn that intereſt, when theſe my own ſentiments were further 
confirmed, by your Og in ſo en a manner, your reſolution to ſupport 


the fame intereſt. 


Various have been the yy ee for my attachment to that tere, 
all of which, but wo, 1 ſolemnly aver to be falſe : The one ariſes purely from 


a principle of gratitude, being one of ſeven. of this Incorporation who have 


ſhared of his employment: The other reaſon of my attachment, flows from a 
full conviction of his being a Member, not only worthy of our choice, but 


more for the benefit of the Crry, than the intereſt which has appeared in com- 


petition with him. And in this I am the more confirmed, when I again re- 


view your ſentiments as expreſſed in the minute formerly quoted, wherein you 


declare your approbation of him, and determination to ſupport his intereſt, as 


well as from the confideration, that the Community in general have once and 


again repoſed ſo high a truſt in him, as that of Repreſentative in Parliament 
for the metropolis of Scotland: And as that truſt is the greateſt which 


you have, as a political body, to repoſe in any man, it of conſequence follows, 
that every inferior private view of interęſt and ambition of individuals, when put 
in competition with it, ought moſt undoubtedly to give way. Here I cannot 


help noticing, that motives of action have been aſcribed to me, which my ſoul 
abhors, and which, unleſs a total change had taken place in my natural diſpo- 
ſition, could never have had the ſmalleſt influence upon me. Had money, had 


any ſelf. intereſted advantage been my motive or principle of action on that 
occaſion, as has been moſt daringly aſſerted, it was much more in my power to 


have ſerved myſelf in that way, by adopting a different line of conduct from 
that which I followed: For I can aſſure you, Gentlemen, I was offered by one, 


who declared he had dined the day before with a certain Judge, a conſiderable 


ſum, provided I would relinquiſh my attacliment to the intereſt of Sir Laurence 
Dundas, and fall in with an oppoſite plan of politics; adding, that © he had 
“authority to aſſure me, that although they had been rather too clo/e-F/ted 
« hitherto, Sir Laurence would find that they would be 700 heavy metal for him.” 


This intelligence may perhaps aftoniſh ſome, (and no wonder it ſhould), but it 


is a circumſtance not more ſurpriſing than true—a trial of political virtue, 
which 
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| which; mn bew in my then ann would have had the reſolution to 

withſtand. 

On the other hand, I can freely ae that Ahe Sir nchen, t nor ring 
perſon for him, ever doubted the ſincerity of my attachment, ſo far as to FR 
tempt to confirm me in his intereſt by any ſuch baſe and unworthy means. 

Here, perhaps, ſome may be apt to fa with a incer, That, © to be ave} x ths 
& office of his Majeſty's Glazier for Scotland, is neither baſe nor unworthy 
the acceptance of a Deacon;“ and infinuate, that this has been no doubt an 
expreſs ſtipulation on my part, previous to laſt election. But, in anſwer to all 
ſuch inſidious ſlanders, I need only ſay, what I can eaſily prove if neceſſary, 
That it is ſeveral years ſince J had a poſitive aſſurance of obtaining this appoint= 
ment, not from Sir Laurence, but from another Gentleman, to whom I am 
under the higheſt obligations: And therefore, if after my unmerited and un- 
exampled ſufferings poſterior to laſt election, Sir Laurence added his influence 
to that of my Honourable friend, gratitude forbids me to confider it as _ de- | 
traction from the good offices of him who was the firſt mover. 
And now, Gentlemen, may I not reaſonably preſume, that after you have 
peruſed the above repreſentation, nothing further need be offered in my de- 
fence ? From the reſult, however, of my ſmall acquaintance with mankind, I 
am convinced, that no taſk is ſo difficult, as that ef removing popular preju- 
dices; nay, ſuch I obſerve to be their infatuating power, that oft- times the 
ſtrongeſt arguments, drawn from the moſt obvious facts, prove infufficient to 
remove them. A mind thus determined againſt conviction, is perhaps in its laſt 
ſtage of depravity; for, when once a man is hardened to ſuch a degree of in- 
ſenſibility, it is impoſſible to ſay how far the violence of his unruly paſhons 
may lead him. 

How far theſe obſervations 13 hoon verified in my caſe, 1 leave the 
_ candid to Judge. For my own part, Gentlemen, I cannot omit this opportu- 

nity, of returning my ſincereſt thanks to ſuch of you as have acted a different 
part. Your expreflions-of friendſhip, I hope, I ſhall, as long as I live, bear a 
grateful remembrance of; and be aſſured, I ſhall with pleaſure embrace every 
opportunity to teſtify the ſincerity of my gratitude. As for ſuch of my 
Brethren as have ated an oppoſite part, L need only ſay, that I ſhall endeavour, 
as much as poſſible, both to forget and forgive their conduct: I ſhould be 
forry if either they or theirs ſhould ever feel half of that diſtreſs of body and 
mind, which, chiefly through their means, I have unjuſtly ſuffered. . Even at 
this diſtant period, can I forget what a torrent of undeſerved acts has been 
poured upon me ? What a load of unmerited reproach have I ſuſtained ! Has 
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not invention itſelf been exhauſted, in uſheririg into the Public, the moſt falſe 
and groundleſs reports concerning me? Has not every nerve been, ſtrained 
(although, thank God, in vain, ) to: ꝙlaſt, if, poſſible, my every future hope 
and proſpect in life? Nay, has not even my very life itſelf been threatened by 
aſſaſſmation to be cut off —xhis anf n er . (0 fome, but it is not | 
the leſs true. cl unt nan: 1 
] „But II forbear, Gentlemen, 10d troubid vou, with⸗ a reptinio of my un 1 | 
my. defence is ample and clear. My general plan of conduct, ever ſince I had 
the honour of apptaring in, Council as your repreſentative, has evidenced, that 
I always regarded meaſures more than men, and preferred the public good in 
general, and your conſiſtency as a Corporation in particular, to the private 
ends; of, party. But while theſe. did not interfere, I always conſidered private 1. 
| gratitude ag an indiſpenſible obligation. If gratitude, then, Gentlemen, be a 
| . crime in your view, I confeſs I have been criminal. If acting up to mio! * 
rit of your reſolution! be a fault, I am doubtleſs highty culpable. | 
W But if you wiſh to preſerve a character of conſiſtency in the eye of the Public: 
5 If you wiſh your members not to be accuſed of ingratitude to theit benefac- 
tors, I preſume you will not cenſure my political conduct. Ever ſince the dawning 
of an attempt to eſtabliſh the freedom and independency of the Trades upon 
a permanent foundation, I challenge you to produce one who has been more 
zealous to promote the patriotic plan, than I have been, ſo far as I had influ- 
ence or opportunity. But I never could bring myſelf to conſider a cauſe of 
ſo much importance, to be Ware conne ted with the honour or advance- 
ment of any individual. 

Allow me te ſay, Gentlemen, it demeans the cauſe to view it in ſuch a 
light. If my colleague had been a man, whoſe uncommon talents had render- 
ed his appearance at the head of the Trades indiſpenſibly neceflary for. the 

ſucceſs of your cauſe, I ſhould have conſidered the obloquy, that has been 
thrown out againſt me for declining to vote him Conveener, as juſt : But as 
this can hardly be alledged, even by his warmeſt friends, I cannot imagine 
why my conduct, in that particular, ſhould be ſo ſeverely cenſured. Believe 
me, Gentlemen, the perſonal reflections thrown out againſt me on that ac- 
count, by ſome of that Gentleman's over-zealous friends, have hurt the cauſe 
they meant to ſerve, in the eye of the unprejudiced part of the Public, much 
more than any political miſconduf of mine. Nothing hurts a public cauſe 
more, than an appearance of too much private perſonal attachment. I ſincere- 
ly wiſh, therefore, that in a cauſe of ſo much importance as that which we all 
have in view, ſuch meaſures could always be adopted, as from their decency 


and propriety would be moſt conducive to o accompliſh ſo deſirable an end. 
Confident 
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Confident that the brain} of fach a conduct muſt appear evident, I leave 
your candour to determine, from the facts above ſet forth, how far I have 
acted in the unjuſtifiable manner that has been repreſented. They are facts, 
and, as ſuch, ought, and, I doubt not, will have their due weight with all of 


you ; and, I am any perſuaded, will diſpoſe you to adopt, with reſpe& to me, 


ſentiments very different from thoſe, which ſome deſigning men have been 
aſſiduous enough to make you entertain; and that, inſtead of giving way to 


that ſpirit of malevolence, inhumanity, and miſrepreſentation, that ſo conſpicu- | 


ouſly characterizes ſome of your Fellow Citizens, you will cheriſh the more 
amiable virtues, and ſocial diſpoſitions of benevolence, humanity, and candour. 
By the exerciſe of theſe virtues, you will more effectually recommend the 


cauſe we are now engaged in, than by an oppoſite line of conduct, and more 


certainly ſecure to yourſelves and poſterity, that extent of liberty which will be 


moſt conducive to the public good, and that degree of ren e _ 
nen you happy, both as a TI and as individuals. 


1 am, 


| n VV 


ve abr, 


For moſt humble Servant, | 


 EpinsBunxGn,? 
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